In the claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for treating inflammatory disease^ m e diated by 
comprising inhibiting monocyte chemo attract ant protein- 1 and/or RANTES-induced chemotaxis, 
said method comprising administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of a 
compound of formula (I) 




(I) 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, amide or ester thereof; wherein 
X is CH2 or SO2; 

is an optionally substituted aryl ring; 

is carboxy, cyano, -C(0)CH20H, -CONHR^ -S02NHR^ tetrazol-5-yl, SO3H, or a group of 
formula (VI) 

RIO 




(VI) 

where R^ is selected from hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, cyano, hydroxy, -S02R^^ where R^^ is 
alkyl, aryl, or haloalkyl, or R^ is a group-(CHR*^)r-COOH where r is an integer of 1-3 
and each R^^ group is independently selected from hydrogen or alkyl; R^ is hydrogen, 
alkyl, or optionally substituted aryl, or a group COR*"^ where R^"* is alkyl, aryl, or 
haloalkyl; and R^^ and R** are independently selected from hydrogen or alkyl, 
particularly C1-4 alkyl; 
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is a group 0R^^ S(0)qR*^ NHCOR^^ , NHSOzR*^ (CH2)sC00H, (CH2)tC0NR^^R^^ 

NR'^R*^ S02NR*^R*^ or optionally substituted alkenyl, where q is 0, 1 or 2, s is 0 or an ; 

integer of from 1 to 4, t is 0 or an integer of from 1 to 4, R*^ is a substituted alkyl or 

cycloalkyl group, R*^ is optionally substituted alkyl or optionally substituted aryl, and R*^ 

and R*^ are independently selected from hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, and 

optionally substituted aryl, with the proviso that at least one of R*^ or R^^ is other than 

hydrogen; and 

R"^ is selected from hydrogen, hydroxyl, halo, alkoxy, aryloxy, araalkyl carboxvalkyl or an 

amide derivative thereo f or an optionally substitut e d hydrocarbyl group, provided that R "^ 
is oth e r than an alkyl group substituted by QR ^rS^-^R^ , or NR '^R^ , wh o ro R ^^j^^ 
and^^ ar e ind e p e ndently s e l e ct e d from hydrog e n or optionally substituted hydrocarbyl, 
e^^-md4^^ tog e th e r with the atom to which th e y ar e attach e d, form an optionally 
substitut e d h e t e rocyclyl ring as d e fin e d abov e which optionally contains fiirther 
h e t e roatoms, and m is 0 or an int e g e r of from 1 to 3 ; and 

R^ R^ and R^ are independently selected from hydrogen, hydroxyl, halo, alkoxy, or an 

optionally substituted hydrocarbyl group. ' 

I 

2. (Cancelled) 

j 

3. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein R^ is OR'^ S(0)qR^^, 
NHCOR^^ NHSOsR^^ or S02NR^^R^^ where q, R'^ R^^ R^^ and R^^ are as defined in claim 1. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein R^ is a group of formula - 

0(CH2)a [(CH0H)(CH2)b]d CH2OH, where a is 0 or an integer of from 1 to 4, b is 0 or an integer | 
of from 1 to 3, and d is 0 or 1. i 

, i 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein R is 3,4-dichlorophenyl, ! 

3-fluoro-4-chlorophenyl, or 3-chloro-4-fluorophenyl or 2,3-dichloropyrid-5-yl. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein X is CH2. 

7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound of 
formula (I) as defined in claim 1 subject to the following provisos: 

(i) when is carboxy or a salt or amide thereof, at least three of R"^, R^, R^, and R^ are 

hydrogen, and R^ is S(0)qR'^, then R*^ is other than C1.4 alkyl substituted by carboxy or 
an ester or amide derivative thereof; 

(ii) when R^ is a group NHCOR*^, then R*^ is optionally substituted alkyl; and 

(iii) when R^ is a group SR^^, where R^^ is 2-quinolylmethyl, R^ is COOH or an ethyl ester 

thereof, each of R^, R^, and R^ are hydrogen, and R^ is 4-chlorophenyl, then R^ is other 
than 2-quinolylmethyl; 
in combination with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

9. (Previously Presented) A compound of formula (I) as defined in claim 1, subject to the 
following provisos: 

(i) when R^ is carboxy or a salt or amide thereof, at least three of R"*, R^ R^, and R^ are 

hydrogen, and R^ is S(0)qR*^, then R^^ is other than C1.4 alkyl substituted by carboxy or 
an ester or amide derivative thereof; 

(ii) when R^ is a group NHCOR^^ then R^^ is optionally substituted alkyl; and 

(iii) when R^ is a group SR^^, where R^^ is 2-quinolylmethyl, R^ is COOH or an ethyl ester 

thereof, each of R"^, R^ and R^ are hydrogen, and R^ is 4-chlorophenyl, then R^ is other 
than 2-quinolylmethyl; 

(iv) when R^ is a group COOH or CH2COOH, R^ is COOH and each of R^ R^ R^ and R^ are 

hydrogen, then R* is other than unsubstituted phenyl; 

(v) when R^ is a group CH2COOH, R^ is COOH and each of R^ R^ and R^ are hydrogen, R^ is 

4-chlorophenyl, then R^ is other than methoxy; 

(vi) when R^ is OR^^ or S(0)qR^^ then R^^ is other than C1.6 haloalkyl; and 

(vii) when R^ is COOCH2CH3, each of R^ R^ R^ and R^ are hydrogen, and R^ is 4-chlorophenyl, 

then R^ is other than a group CH=CH(CN)2. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of preparing a compound of formula (I) as defined in 
claim 1, which method comprises reacting a compound of formula (VII) 




R6 



H 



(VII) 



where R4, R5, R6 and R7 are as defined in claim 1, R2' is a group R2 as defined in claim 1 or a 
protected form thereof, and R3' is a group R3 as defined in claim 1 or a group which can 
b e convert e d to a group R3 ; with a compound of formula (VIII) 



where Rl and X are as defined in claim 1 and Zl is a leaving group; and thereafter optionally 
carrying out on e or mor e of the following st e ps: 

(i) changing a group R3' which is other than a group R3 to a group R3 or wh e re R3' is a 

group R3, changing this to a differ e nt ouch group; 

(ii) removing any protecting group fi-om R2'. 



R -X-Z 



(VIII) 
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